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ad infinitum, would bring about in the economic structure
of society. Of these twelve lectures, all of which, with one
exception, were delivered between 1885 an^ 1900 and
were later collected in a published volume, three are of
particular importance: those which deal with The Future
of Co-operation, The Reign of the Consumer, and, above all,
Reforms in the Economic System to be Effected by Co-opera-
tion. He thereby firmly laid the foundations of co-operative
theory, but the somewhat narrow limits of a lecture did
not permit any complete development of it. The same
ideas were taken up again and the technical mechanism
more fully described in his classical work Societes coopera-
tives de ConsommationJ-
From 1921 to 1930, Gide continued these studies, in
his own capable and masterly fashion, in a course of
lectures at the College de France. There is no question
but these contain the most complete exposition of his
doctrine, and it is to them that reference will most fre-
quently be made here. In a study as short as this we
cannot attempt to describe in detail all the views and
opinions of the author, even on the limited subject of
co-operation. We must deal merely with his main argu-
ments.
Our friend and colleague, G, Pirou, in an illuminating
article on "New Aspects of the Co-operative Movement,"
which appeared in 1928 in the Revue de Metaphysique et
de Morale,* clearly showed that "the most definite charac-
teristic of this school (the school of Nlmes, of which Gide
was the acknowledged leader) was the moral, even reli-
gious^ inspiration by which its founders were animated,"3
That is profoundly true. Whatever may or may not have
been the personal religious convictions of Charles Gide,
it was to his moral ideals, derived from the purest Pro-
testant faith, that this apostle of co-operation owed his
power to break away both from the liberal and classical
school of political economy and from the Marxist schooL
1 Fast edition, 19045 fourth edition, 1924. Paris, Sirey, 32$ pp.
Later seprodnced in the volume, Doctrines societies et Science /conomque,
. Piroa in 1:929 j Paris, Sirey, pp. 73-105.            3 Rr&^ p. 73,